
50 books to read in Reception and Key Stage One. 
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1 The Very Hungry Caterpillar Eric Carle 

2 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt Michael Rosen 

3 The Gruffalo Julia Donaldson 

4 Hairy Maclary Lynley Dodd 

5 Owl Babies Martin Waddell 

6 The Tiger Who Came to Tea Judith Kerr 

7 Not Now Bernard David McKee 

8 Meg and Mog Helen Nicoll 

9 Dogger Shirley Hughes 

10 I Want my Hat Back Jon Klassen 

11 Penguin Polly Dunbar 

12 Stanley’s stick John Hegley 

13 How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth Michelle Robinson 

14 Avacado Baby John Birmingham 

15 The Three Little Pigs Various authors 

16 The Bumble Bear Nadia Shireen 

17 Stickman Julia Donaldson 

18 The Snowman Raymond Briggs 

19 Polar Bear, Polar Bear What do you Hear? Bill Martin Jr and Eric Carle 

20 Brown Bear, Brown Bear What do you See? Bill Martin Jr and Eric Carle 

21 Cat on the mat Brian Wildsmith 

22 Elmer David McKee 

23 Kitchen DISCO Clare Foges and Al Murphy 

24 Can’t you sleep little bear? Martin Waddell 
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25 How to Grow a Dinosaur Caryl Hart and Ed Eaves 

26 Giraffes can’t dance Giles Andreae 

27 Commotion in the Ocean Giles Andreae 

28 Aliens Love Underpants Claire Freedman and Ben Cort 

29 The Little Red Hen Various authors 

30 Biscuit bear Mini Grey 

31 Sam’s sandwich David Petham 

32 Naughty Bus Jan and Jerry Oke 

33 Room on the Broom Julia Donaldson 

34 A Squash and a Squeeze Julia Donaldson 

35 Tabby McTat Julia Donaldson 

36 You can’t take an Elephant on the Bus Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

37 Tiddler Julia Donaldson 
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38 Harry and the Jaggedy Daggers Jan Fearnley 

39 Man on the moon Simon Bartram 

40 The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark Jill Tomlinson 

41 The Tunnel Anthony Browne 

42 The Jolly Postman Janet and Allan Ahlberg 

43 Billy’s Bucket Kes Gray and Garry Parsons 

44 The Disgusting Sandwich Gareth Edwards 

45 Katie Morag Mairi Hedderwick 

46 The Bog Baby Jeanne Willis 

47 Meerkat Mail Emily Gravett 

48 Fantastic Mr Fox Roald Dahl 

49 Rapunzel Various authors 

50 Traction Man Mini Grey 

 


